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Background 
The Sixth Meeting of the HELCOM Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (AGRI 6-2018) will be held at 
the premises of the Ministry of Agriculture, in Riga, Latvia. 
 
The Meeting will be opened on Tuesday, 15 May, at 9 and is expected to terminate by 14 on Wednesday, 16 
May 2018.  
 
The key themes of the Meeting will be organization of the work on regional nutrient recycling strategy and 
revision of the part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention. The Meeting will also discuss revision of HELCOM 
Recommendation 24/3, development of guidelines/recommendation for the use of national manure 
standards and other themes. The group will also be invited to evaluate the results achieved in the past 
working periods and discuss prolongation of the group mandate as well as possible modifications in the 
group’s Terms of Reference. 
 
Documents for the Meeting will be made available in the AGRI 6-2018 Meeting site in the HELCOM Meeting 
Portal. Please find here instructions for signing up as a first time user of the Meeting Portal. After sign up, the 
participants are kindly requested to sign in and register to the Meeting by answering the Participation survey 
not later than by 8 May 2018. 
 
The Secretariat kindly requests the Contracting Parties and Observers to observe the deadlines for 
submission of documents to a HELCOM meeting. The basic documents and documents requiring action or a 
decision to the Meeting should be submitted in electronic form to Professional Secretary, Mr. Dmitry Frank-
Kamenetsky (Dmitry.Frank-Kamenetsky@helcom.fi) by 1 May 2018. Bulky documents should include 
abstracts embodying the essence of the proposals and action requested from the meeting. Documents 
containing comments to the basic documents as well as information documents should be provided to the 
Secretariat by 8 May 2018. 
 

Provisional Annotated Agenda 

Agenda Item 1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The Meeting is invited to adopt the Agenda as contained in document 1-1. 

Agenda Item 2 Matters arising from other HELCOM work of relevance for the Group 

The Meeting will be informed of the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings which are of relevance for the 
Agri group, in particular, meetings of HODs, PRESSURE, GEAR, etc.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%206-2018-510/default.aspx
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/events/meeting-portal-instructions/sign-in/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/AGRI%206-2018-510/Lists/MeetingSurvey/overview.aspx
mailto:Dmitry.Frank-Kamenetsky@helcom.fi
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The Meeting is invited to take note of information regarding the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting held on 6 
March 2018 in Brussels, Belgium as well as the planned process of the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the outcomes of the PLC-6 project. 

Agenda Item 3 Revision of part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention 

The Agri group submitted a proposal to HELCOM Heads of Delegation (HOD 53-2017) on the suggested 
scope of the revision of Annex III part 2 of the Helsinki Convention. 

The Heads of Delegation agreed on the scope and decided that the revision is to be started in spring 2018 
and requested the Agri group to provide a suggestion regarding time frame to HOD 54-2018. 

The Meeting is invited to agree to form a drafting group, decide on the time frame for the revision and 
prepare a proposal to HOD 54-2018 accordingly. 

Agenda Item 4 HELCOM Recommendations and implementation of HELCOM Agreements 

HELCOM Recommendations 

According to the EMEP assessment of emissions of nitrogen in the region and its deposition on the Baltic Sea 
water area, proportion of nitrogen emissions from agriculture has increased, and the Agri group 
acknowledged in AGRI 5-2017 that some countries are at risk to exceed national ammonia emission ceilings 
of the NEC directive. The group agreed that the terminology and definitions used in the HELCOM 
Recommendation 24/3 “Measures aimed at the reduction of emissions and discharges from agriculture”, 
adopted in 2003, are unclear and do not correspond to the current state of knowledge and legal 
requirements. The Meeting agreed that the Recommendation 24/3 is outdated and requires revision. Taking 
into account ongoing national processes related to the mitigation of the ammonia emissions and other 
activities of Agri group, the Meeting decided to postpone the revision and consider it in AGRI 6-2018. 

The Contracting Parties are invited to prepare information on national measures and practices aimed at 
reduction of ammonia emissions as a starting point for the discussion on the revision of the Recommendation 
24/3.  

HELCOM Agreements 

The Meeting is invited to take note that the current state of implementation of the joint regional and national 
actions relevant to the mandate of the Agri group have been updated in the HELCOM Explorer. 

AGRI 4-2017 agreed to make a regional overview of the implementation of the Revised Palette of measures 
for reducing phosphorus and nitrogen losses from agriculture. A summary document of the results including 
information from eight Contracting Parties was discussed in AGRI 5-2017. The Meeting is invited to discuss 
an updated summary including information from all nine Baltic Sea coastal countries and based on the 
summary evaluate the implementation of the action.  

Agenda Item 5 Development of national guidelines or standards for nutrient content in manure and 
guidelines/recommendation for the use of national manure standards 

The 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting agreed to establish by 2016 national guidelines or standards for 
nutrient content in manure and develop by 2018 guidelines/recommendation on the use of such standards.  

The Contracting Parties are invited to inform of any developments in advancing national manure standards. 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the information on the status of the project “Advanced manure 
standards for sustainable nutrient management and reduced emissions” (Manure Standards). The Agri group 
has agreed that the Group will provide the link between the scientific results of the project and the 
authorities and policy makers. This will ensure sustainability of the project and utilization of the project 
results for enhancing sustainable nutrient management in the agricultural practices in the region (Outcome 
of AGRI 3-2016, para 3.12). 

http://maps.helcom.fi/website/HELCOMexplorer/index.html
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/Adopted_endorsed%20documents/Revised%20palette%20of%20agri-environment%20measures.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/Adopted_endorsed%20documents/Revised%20palette%20of%20agri-environment%20measures.pdf
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The Meeting is invited to consider a draft HELCOM recommendation/guidelines on the use of national 
manures standards (document to be submitted at a later stage) and discuss a suitable time for organizing a 
workshop in cooperation with Manure Standards project. 

Agenda Item 6 Promotion of nutrient accounting at farm level 

The  2013  HELCOM  Ministerial  Meeting agreed to  promote  and  advance  towards  applying  by  2018  at 
the latest  annual  nutrient  accounting  at farm  level  taking  into  account  soil  and  climate  conditions  
giving  the possibility to reach nutrient balanced fertilization and reduce nutrient losses at regional level in 
the countries. 

The Contracting Parties are invited to inform of the progress in implementing farm level nutrient accounting 
and discuss a tool to follow up the progress in the Baltic Sea region. The Meeting will also be invited to discuss 
regional and national instruments to facilitate implementation of the MD 2013 e.g. guidelines, 
recommendations, roadmaps.  

Agenda Item 7 Nutrient recycling 

HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2018 committed to elaborating by 2020 a Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling 
Strategy that aims for reduced nutrient inputs to and eutrophication of the Baltic Sea. The strategy will be 
established with a step-by-step approach and it will propose a common vision and objectives for nutrient 
recycling. The Ministerial Meeting further decided to develop, as a follow-up to the Strategy, possible 
nutrient recycling measures to be included in the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021. 

The Meeting is invited to develop a proposal to HOD 54-2018 on how to proceed in a step-by-step 
approach on elaboration of the strategy in cooperation with HELCOM Pressure group. 

The Meeting is invited to take note that the Overview of nutrient recycling in the Baltic Sea compiled by the 
Agri group in with input from HELCOM Pressure group has been published on the HELCOM website. 

AGRI 4-2017 initiated compilation of information on the nutrient flows and potential of their reuse in the 
Baltic Sea region. AGRI 5-2017 took note of the information on nutrient flows in Finland, Germany, Latvia, 
Poland and Sweden. Also other Contracting Parties are invited to submit information on nutrient flows if 
available. The Meeting is invited to discuss the information compiled. 

AGRI 4-2017 was of the opinion that further work on the nutrient recycling matters require financial support 
and invited the Secretariat to seek for opportunities to apply for appropriate funding (e.g. from Interreg 
project platform). The Meeting is invited to take note that a project proposal “Sustainable manure and 
nutrient management for reduction of nutrient loss in the Baltic Sea Region” was submitted to the Interreg 
Baltic Sea Region project platform call. 

Agenda Item 8 Transfer of knowledge and technology and exchange of good examples 

8.1 Innovative water management 

The Contracting Parties are invited to inform of recent examples and project results regarding innovative 
water management measures on agricultural lands which might be applied to reduce input of nutrients into 
the aquatic environment. Particularly, the countries involved in projects on revitalization of wetlands and 
promotion of paludiculture will be invited to inform the Meeting of effectiveness of wetlands to increase 
natural retention of nutrients in various geographical conditions as well as potential of paludiculture for 
nutrients recycling. 

The Meeting will be invited to discuss the effect of revitalization or establishing of wetlands to mitigate 
nutrient runoff from agricultural lands and whether paludiculture can be recommended for including into 
the regional nutrient recycling strategy. 

 

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Overview%20of%20nutrient%20recycling%20in%20the%20Baltic%20Sea%20countries.pdf
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8.2 Best available technology in animal farming 

The Agri group acknowledged in AGRI 5-2017 that countries have different views of the BAT and BEP for 
cattle farms but agreed on the need for further dialogue on the matter. AGRI 5-2017 also agreed that based 
on the discussion at AGRI 6-2018 an opportunity to arrange a scientific workshop to discuss feasibility and 
need to promote the BAT for cattle farms further will be considered. The Meeting is invited to consider 
arranging the workshop. 

Estonia is invited to present information on the national BAT and BEP system for cattle farms. Also other 
Contracting Parties are invited to present national information on the topic.  

Agenda Item 9 Future work 

According to the Terms of Reference (ToR) of the Agri group that were adopted by HELCOM HOD 46-2014, 
the Terms of Reference of the group are time-limited (5 years) and could be extended upon agreement of 
the Heads of Delegation. Thus the group has a mandate towards the end of 2019. 

The Meeting is invited to conduct a self-evaluation of the implementation of the group tasks and Work Plan 
2017-2018 (document to be submitted at a later stage) and update the Work Plan for 2019.  

The Meeting is invited to agree on the date and venue of the next meeting(s) of the Group. Contracting 
Parties are invited to consider hosting next meeting(s). According to the Terms of Reference, the Agri group 
will meet once per year/three times per two years taking into account any window of opportunities for 
contributing to or interacting with other processes. 

 

Agenda Item 10 Any other business 

The Contracting Parties and Observers are invited to check the list of official contacts for the Agri group and 
to nominate members to the Group if needed. 

The Meeting might wish to discuss any other issues relevant for the work of the Group. 

Agenda Item 11 Outcome of the Meeting 

The Meeting will be provided with a draft Outcome of the Meeting for adoption. The final Outcome, 
incorporating corrections by the Meeting, will be prepared by the Secretariat in consultation with the Chair 
of the Meeting and made available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/Agri%20group/Agri%20group%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/Agri%20group/Work%20Plan%20for%20HELCOM%20Group%20on%20Sustainable%20Agricultural%20Practices%202017-2018.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Groups/Agri%20group/Agri%20group%20Terms%20of%20Reference.pdf
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